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CORRESPONDENCE 


WITH     THE 


SECRETARY  at   WAR, 


AND     OTHER. 


OFFICIAL     PAPERS. 


TVar  Office^  Nov*  30,  1792. 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  It  in  command 
from  the  King,  to  notify  to  your  Lord- 
(hip,  that  his  Majefty  has  no  further 
occafion  for  your  fervices  -,  and  that 
you  are,  from  this  day,  no  longer  to 
confider  yourfelf  as  a  Lieutenant  in  th© 
Third  Regiment  of  Foot  Guards : 
But  his  Majcfty  has  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  permit  you  to  receive  from 
A  2  th* 


(     4    ) 

the  officer,  whom  his  Majefty  Ihall 
think  fit  to  appoint,  to  the  vacant  Lieu- 
tenancy, the  regulated  value  of  that 
Commiffion. 

I  am. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordiliip's 
Moil  obedient  Servant, 

GEO.  YONOE, 
Pvight  Hon. 
Lord  Sempill. 

Si,  jfames's  Hotely 
^otbNov,  1792. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  jufl  received 
your  letter,  informing  me  that  you 
have  it  in  command  from  the  King  to 
notify  to  me,  that  his  Majefty  has  no 
further  occafion  for  my  fervices ;  and 
that  I  am,  from  this  day,  no  longer  to 
confider  myfelf  as  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
third  regiment  of  Guards  :  but  you  do 
not  afljgn  any  reafon  for  a  meafure  fo 

I  unfual 
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uniifal  as  fuperfeding  an  officer,  whofc 
condud  has  not  been  impeached. 

As  I  am  not  fenfible  of  having  aded, 
in  any  refped,  inconfiflent  with  my 
duty,  or  that  any  part  of  my  condud 
through  life  has  been  deferving  of  the 
King's  difpleafure,  I  have  to  requeft 
that  you  will,  in  juflice  to  a  charader, 
hitherto,  I  truft,  unreproached,  in- 
form me  of  the  reafons  which  have 
moved  you,  or  the  King's  minifters, 
to  advife  his  Majefty  to  difpofe  of  my 
commiffion  in  a  manner  fo  injurious, 
which  I  fo  little  expeded,  and  as  little 
deferve. 

If  I  have  been  accufed  of  having 
done  any  thing  which  would,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  his  Majefty's  minifters,  difqua- 
lify  me  for  my  fituation,  I  cannot  doubt 
that  you  will  give  me  an  opportunity 
fairly  to  meet  the  charge,  and  to  prove, 
as  I  hope  I  fhall  at  all  times  be  able  to 
do,  that  my  condud  has  been  confident 
A  3  with 


(    6    ) 

with  my  duty  as  an  OiHcer  and  a  Ci^ 
tizcn. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your,  &CC, 

SEMPILL. 
To  Sir  George  Yonge. 

Si.  James's  Hotel, 
20th  Nov*  l'/(^2. 

To  Col.  Grlnfield. 
Sir, 

1  HAVE  received  a  let- 
ter fi-om  the  Secretary  at  War,  telling 
me  that  he  has  it  in  command  from 
the  King  to  notify  to  me,  that  I  am  no 
longer  to  confider  myfelf  as  a  Lieute- 
nant in  the  third  regiment  of  Guards, 
but  without  informing  me  of  the  reafon 
of  my  removal.  And  as  a  meafure  fo 
unufual,  may  be  thought  to  refled:  on  my 
character,  I  have  to  requeil,  that  you  will 
give  me  the  fatisfadrion  to  informme, 
whether  my  conduct  as  an  officer,  has, 

2  SIC 
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at  any  time,  fince  I  have  been  under 
your  command,  been  defer ving  of  cen- 
fure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &:c. 

SEMPILL. 


Orderly  Room^  3//.  GJs, 
Dec.  I,   1792. 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honor  t6 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lord- 
fhip's  letter  of  this  date  3  in  anfwer 
thereto  I  moft  readily  acknowledge,  that 
fince  the  regiment  has  been  under  my 
command,  I  have  every  reafon  to  be 
fatisiied  with  your  military  condu(5t. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
My  Lord, 

Your  Lordfhip's 
Mofl  obedient  and 
Humble  Servant, 
W.  GRINFIELD. 
ifl  Maj^  Commg.  3d  Gs. 

Lord  Sempill. 

A  4  Mr 
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3^  Guards^  Orderly  RoofHy 
Dec.  I,  1792. 

My  Lord, 

I  AM  dlreded  by  the 
commanding  officer  to  acquaint  your 
Lordfhip,  that  he  received,  yeflerday, 
his  Majefty's  order,  through  the  Secre- 
tary at  War,  of  which  the  enclofed  is  a, 
copy.— In  compliance  therewith,  lam 
to  fignify  to  your  Lordfhip  that  the  re- 
gulated price  (1500!.)  of  the  commif- 
fion  lately  held  by  you,  is  at  your  com- 
mand, in  the  hands  of  Meffrs.  Rofs  and 
Ogilvie,  agents  to  the  regiment. 
I  am  your  Lordfhip*s 

Very  humble  fervant, 
JOHN  HENRY  LOFT. 
Enfign  and  Ading  Adjutants 

Lord  Sempill. 
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/?tfr  Oflcey  Nov.  30,  1792. 


Sir, 


HAVING  this  day,  by  his 

Majefty's  order,  notified  to  Lord  Sempill, 
that  his  Majefty  has  no  further  occa- 
fion  for  his  fervices,  and  that  he  is  no 
longer  to  confider  himfelf  as  a  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  third  regiment  of  Foot 
Guards,    but  that  his  Majefly  allows 
Lord  Sempill  to  receive  from  the  officer 
whom  his   Majefly  fhall  think  fit  to 
appoint  to  the  vacant  Lieutenanc}%  the 
regulated  value  of  that  commlflion :  I 
have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  there- 
with for  the  information  of  the  Duke 
of  Argyle,  and  to  defire  that  his  Grace's 
recommendation  of  the  ofHcers  for  pur- 
chafe  in  confequence  of  thefaid  vacancy, 

may 
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may  be  tranfmltted  to  me  with  as  little 
delay  as  poffible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be> 
Sir, 
Your  mofl  obedient 

Humble  fervant^ 
(Signed)  GEO.  YONGE* 
Officer  commanding 
the  3d  regt.  of  Foot  Guards. 


War  Office,  Dec.  3^  1 792* 

My  Lord, 

I  A  M  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  Lordffeip's  letter  of 
the  30th  of  laft  month. 

When  I  informed  your  Lorddiip, 
that  his  Majefty  had  no  further  occa- 
iion  for  your  fervice,  and  that  you 
would  be  allowed  to  receive  the  re- 
gulated value  of  your  late  commiffion 
in  the  3d  regiment  of  Foot  Guards,  I 

communicated 


(  II  ) 

communicated  all  that  I  had  In  com* 
mand  from  his  MajeHy  to  notify  to 
your  LordiTiip. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
My  Lord, 
Your  Lordiliip's 
Moft  obedient 
Humble  fervant, 

GEO.  YONGE. 

Right  Hon. 
Lord  Sempill. 

Si*  yames  Hotely 
Dec.    14,    I792# 

Sir, 

I  requefled  in  my  letter 
to  you  of  the  50th  November,  that 
you  v^^ould  inform  me  of  the  reafons  of 
my  being  fuperfeded,  and  that  you 
would  give  me  ?n  opportunity  of  vindi- 
cating my  charadier;  to  v^^hich  you  gave 
Die  no  other  anfwer,  than  that  you  com- 
municated to  me  all  that  you  had  in 

command 
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command  from  his  Majefty.  I  have 
now  to  requeft,  before  I  appeal  to  an- 
other tribunal,  that  I  may  be  tried 
by  a  court  martial,  which  I  conceive 
I  have  a  right  to  demand. 

I  have  likewife  to  inform  you,  that 
I  received,  in  confequence  of  your  di- 
rections to  the  commanding  officer,  a 
notification,  that  the  regulated  value  of 
my  commiffion  was  lodged  at  the 
agent's,  which  I  have  declined  accept- 
ing, until  I  inform  myfclf  whether  my 
receiving  it  would  bar  my  claim  to  pro- 
motion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

SEMPILL. 
To  the  Secretary  at  War. 

irar  Office^ 
Dec.  20,  1792. 

My  Lord, 

I  AM  honored  with  your 
Lordfliip's  letter  of  the  14th  infl.  and 

having 
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having  yederday  laid  it  before  his  Mi-. 
jefty,  I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you 
that  his  Majefty  has  not  thought  fit  to 
grant  the  requeft  contained  in  that  let- 
ter. 

Your  Lordfhip,  not  being  at  prefent 
pofTefTed  of  any  rank  in  the  army,  can 
have  no  claim  to  promotion — and  of 
coui-fe,  your  future  fituation  in  that  re- 
fpe(fl,  will,    in  no  degree,  be  affeded 
by  your  acceptance  or  by  your  refufal 
of  the  fum  which  his  Majefty  has  been 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  allow  you  to  re^ 
ceive,    as  the  regulated  value  of  your 
late  commiffion  in  the  Foot  Guards. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Your  Lordfhip's 
Mofl  obedient  humble  lervant, 
GEO.  YONGE. 
Lord  SempilL 


My 
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MY  correfpondence  with  the  Secre- 
tary at  War  being  now  clofed,  I  take 
the  liberty  to  appeal  (though  fuch  ap- 
peals be  profcribed  by  the  new  Burkean 
code,*)  from  the  fiat  of  the  court,  to 
the  juflice  of  the  nation. 

In  May  or  June  lafl:,  having  been  in- 
formed by  ths  Adjutant  that  I  was 
eldcfl  Lieutenant,  and  officially  required 
to  declare  if  I  would  purchafe,  I  anfwcr- 
ed,  that  I  would  purchafe  at  the  regu- 
lated price;  and  a  few  days  after,  in  a  let- 
ter to  the  Commanding  Officer  or  Ad- 
jutant, I  propofed  to  give  four  thoufand 
pounds  for  the  Captain-Lieutenancy,  -f* 

*  See  Mr.  Burke's  fpeech  on  Le  Brun's  Report, 
in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  Dec.  29. 

t  The  regulated  value  of  a  company  is  the  fame 
with  that  of  a  Lieutenant-Colonelcy  of  the  line, 
3,5001.3  that  of  a  Captain-Lieutenancy  2,6ool. 

provided 
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provided  I  fhould  not  be  required  to 
give  a  certificate  refpedllng  the  regula- 
tion ;  which  prop oHil  was  rejefted,  I 
afterwards  relinquiHied  my  claim  as 
eldeil,  in  favour  of  Captain  Barnet,  who 
was  recommended  in  the  ufual  form : 
but  the  Secretary  at  War  infifted  on 
Colonel  Pelham,  the  Captain -Lieute- 
nant, felling  to  the  Marquis  of  Hunt- 
ley. I  relinquillied  a  fecond  time  my 
claim  as  firfl  for  purchafe  in  favour  of 
Captain  Barnet,  who  was  promoted  to 
a  company  :  and  though  Lord  LIuntley 
was  appointed  fome  weeks  before  Colo- 
nel Barnet,  the  King,  with  his  Ma- 
jefty's  wonted  love  of  juftice,  marked 
as  ftrongly  as  poffiblc  his  difipprobatioa 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  at  Vv^ar, 
by  ordering  Mr.  Barnet's  commiffion 
to  bear  the  fame  date  with  Lord  Hunt- 
ley's, which,  according  to  the  rules  of 
the  army,  made  Mr.  Barnet,  who  was 
an  old  captain,  precede  Lord  Huntley, 

I  have 
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I  have  mentioned  thefc  circum- 
fiances,  in  order  to  eftablifli  my  claim 
to  rank  above  Captain  Stuart,  who,  by 
my  removal,  became  eldefl  Lieutenant ; 
in  cafe  my  fervices  fhould  at  any  future 
time  be  accepted  of. 


A  SHORT 


A 


SHORT   ADDRESS,  &c. 


I^HE  Secretary  at  War  having  de- 
nied my  requeft  of  a  trial,  and 
rcfufed  to  inform  me  of  the  reafons  of 
my  being  fuperceded,  the  vindication 
of  my  charader,  as  well  as  my  duty  to 
the  public,  to  which  every  officer, 
civil  and  military,  is  accountable,  ob- 
liges me  to  make  this  appeal. 

1  folemnly  declare,   and  thofe   who 

know  my  habitual  indolence,  as  well  as 

my  marked  abhorrence  of  fadion,  will 

readily  believe,  that  I  am  not  influenced 

B  either 
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either  by  private  intereH:  or  party  fpirlt. 
I  have  not  even  communicated  my  in- 
tention to  write  this  vindication  to  any 
perfon,  except  a  learned  friend,  for 
whofe  opinion  I  have  the  higheft  re- 
fpecl,  v/hom  I  had  occafion  to  (ee  a  few 
days  ago  on  private  bufinefs,  and  who 
gave  me  his  advice  in  thefe  words : 
**  Publilli  a  vindication  of  your  condu6t 
"  as  an  officer,  and  a  declaration  of 
**  your  political  principles." 

No  particular  p.irt  of  my  con  dud;  is 
denounced,  though  the  whole  of  it  is 
attacked  by  infinuation.  Bu.t  the  re- 
fijfal  of  a  court-martial,  the  command- 
ing officer's  letter  declaring  my  military 
condud  to  be  blamelefs,  as  v/ell  as  the 
tCilimcny  of  the-  corps,  f.iflkiently 
warrant  me  to  allcrt,  that  my  condu<51:, 
•as  an  officer,  in  the  moft  cxienfive  CenCs 

of 
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oF  the  phrafe,   is  unimpeached,    and 
irreproachable. 

It  mufl^  therij  be  my  political  con- 
duct which  has  incurred  fo  ftrong  a 
mark  of  the  King's  difpleafure,  or  ra- 
ther of  the  difpleafui-e  of  his  Majefly's 
Minifters. 

And  it  is  of  no  fmall  importance  to 
the  army,  and  to  the  pubhc,  to  confi- 
der,  whether  an  infiuence,  unconflitu- 
tional  and  dangerous,  is  not  derived 
from  the  power  cf  cafhiering  officers^ 
without  a  trial :  Whether  it  does  not 
prevent  men  of  independent  principles 
from  ferving  in  the  army,  and  enflave 
thofe  who  have  laid  out  too  great  a 
proportion  of  their  fortunes  in  pur- 
chaiing  commiflions,  without  having 
been  aware  that  they  were  furrendering 
the  freedom  of  opinion,  and  relinquifh- 
ing  the  franchifes  of  citizens. 

B2  It 
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It  was  not  in  the  llrong  features  of 
patriotifm,  fo  elegantly  delineated  by 
the  Roman  and  Grecian  hiflorians,  that 
I  was  taught  to  trace  the  character  of 
a  freeman  ;  nor  in  the  antiquities  of 
Greece  and  Rome,  that  I  was  taught 
to  fludy  the  principles  of  conftitutional 
liberty  ;  but  in  the  political  conftitu- 
tions  of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  the  wifeil, 
and  the  mod  friendly  to  mankind, 
which  hiflory  has  furnifhed  for  the  in- 
ftrudlion  of  men. 

I  was  taught,  from  the  firfl  moment 
that  I  was  capable  of  knowing  what 
right  and  duty  mean,  that  it  is  the 
chief  right,  and  the  chief  duty  of  every 
Briton,  to  claim  that  conftitutional 
freedom,  which  the  wifdom  and  virtue 
of  our  Saxon  anceftors  afferted  and 
eflabliflied,  and  to  refill  every  attempt 
4  to 
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to  leffen  or  to  deftroy  it,  whether  by  the 
towering  pretenfions  of  prerogative,  or 
by  the  infidious  and  more  dangerous 
attacks  of  fecret  influence. 

Alfred,  who  brought  the  Saxon  con- 
flitution  as  near  perfedion  as  the  bar- 
barity and  fuperilition  of  the  age  would 
admit  of,  is  the  only  legiflator,  the  late 
National  AlTembly  of  France  not  ex- 
cepted, who  knew  how  to  govern  the 
people  by  the  people,  to  unite  the  parts, 
and  to  organize  the  whole,  by  the  prin- 
ciple of  rcprefentation,  the  ignorance 
of  which   principle  prevented  the  per- 
feclion  of  the  ancient  republics.     And 
it  is  impoffible  to  contemplate  this  mo- 
nument of    wifdom     and     patriotifm, 
without  regretting,  that  an  opportunity 
was  loft,  on  the  expulfion  of  the  tyran- 
nical race  of  Stuart,  when  the  only  two 
B  3  blot* 
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blots  in  the  Saxon  government,  the 
villanage  of  the  peafants,  and  the  influ- 
ence of  the  clergy,  were  both  nearly 
wiped  away,  to  regain  thefe  bleffings, 
our  long  lofl:  rights,  and  to  perfedt  a 
a  conftitution  the  admiration  of  every 
fucceeding  age ;  the  only  one  which 
has  ever  furnifhed  the  means  of  coir 
ledling  the  public  will,  and  of  a  con- 
Aant  exercife  of  political  liberty  •  the 
lofs  of  which,  by  the  Norman  con- 
queil:,  caufed  fo  much  blood  to  be  fhed 
during  fix  centuries,  and  the  reftoration 
of  which  would  probably  prevent  a 
drop  being  fhed,  for  fix  centuries  to 
come. 

Wiih  thefe  impreffions,  I  have  be- 
held the  flruggles  of  contending  par- 
ties, without  enlifling  under  the  ban- 
pers  of  either. 

When 
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When  I  was  called  upon  to  exercife 
the  fundion  of  an  ele(flive  Deer,  I  did 
it  in  the  manner  which  I  conceived  to 
be  moft  conducive,  not  to  the  intereil 
of  thofe  with  whom  I  acted  only,  but 
to  that  of  the  country.  I  confefs  that 
I  at  firft  declined  voting,  becaufe  I 
thought  that  the  peerage  elections  had 
long  been  a  difgrace  to  the  peerage  and 
to  the  nation.  When  a  party  was 
formed  profelledly  lo  fupport  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  peerage,  and  to  relifl 
miniflerial  interference,  I  heartily  joined 
it,  to  iLew  my  abhorrence  of  venality, 
and  my  contempt  of  the  infolent  and 
illegal  mandates  cf  a  Secretary  of 
State. 

If  thcfe  fentiments,   and   this  con- 
duct  are  defervincr  of  the  kin.-z's  dif- 
B  4  pleafore 
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pleafure,  I  confefs  that  I  have  dcferv- 
cd  it. 


In  order  to  vindicate  my  condud;  in 
Scotland,  it  is  necelTary  that  I  fhould 
curfoiily  review  (I  will  endeavour  to 
do  it  in  very  few  words)  the  events  and 
the  polity  of  former  times,  which  had 
reduced  the  country  to  the  deplorable 
fituation  that  called  forth  the  exertions 
of  the  excellent  citizens  with  whom  I 
aded,  whofe  rights  it  is  my  duty,  and 
fliall  be  the  bufincfs  of  my  life,  to  de- 
fend. 

The  union  of  the  crown?,  and  the 
removal  of  the  feat  of  government, 
enabled  the  King  to  alienate  the  af- 
fedions  of  the  Scotch  nobility  from 
their  country,  and,  by  corrupting  the 

Parliament, 
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Parliament,  to  enflave  the  people, anion o- 
whom  he  had,  a  fhort  time  before,  been 
the  moft  limited  monarch  in  Europe. 
The  Scotch,  who  had  uniformly,  till 
then,  refilled  every  ftretch  of  the  pre- 
rogative, with  a  firmnefs  fcarcely  to  be 
equalled  in  hiftory,  were,  by  the  infui-^ 
ence  of  the  Englifh  treafury,  com- 
pletely fubdued. 

From  the  union  of  the  crowns,  till 
the  union  of  the  kingdoms,  Scotland 
was  treated  like  a  conquered  province. 
Such  adts  of  parliament  as  were  con- 
trary to  the  new  notions  of  prerogative, 
were  mutilated  or  deftroyed ;  and  every 
attempt  to  affert  her  ancient  rights,  or 
the  freedom  of  trade,  was  confidered 
as  an  ad:  of  rebellion. 

The 


i 
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The  union  of  the  kingdoms,  garbled 
as  the  treaty  v/ar,  rendered  her  lituation 
fomewhat  more  tolerable.  But  the 
improvement,  owing  to  the  defedt  of 
the  reprefentation,  and  the  confirma- 
tion of  the  feudal  jurifdi^ftion  was  fo 
flow,  as  to  be  fcarcely  perceptible  in 
fifty  years.  After  the  paffing  of  the 
jurifdidion  adt,  the  progrefs  was  com- 
paratively rapid.  In  one  town,  the 
cnterprizing  fpirit  of  a  few  individuals, 
in  fpite  of  every  obflacle,  was  attended 
with  wonderful  fuccefs.  Glafgow,  in 
1770,  enjoyed  a  very  great  proportion 
of  the  American  colony  trade ;  and 
fome  of  her  merchants  had  acquired 
very  confiderable  fortunes.  But  the 
benefit  of  this  trade  was  felt  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Glafgow  only ;  and 
^ven  there  it  was  not  of  fo  much  fer- 

vict 
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vice  as  the  manufadures  of  Pallley  j  for 
the  greatefl  part  of  the  return,  inftead 
of  increaling  domeftic  indultry,  was 
empbj/ed  in  purchafing  the  manufac- 
tured commodities  of  other  countries 
to  export  to  America. 

The  independence  of  America  gave 
a  fudden  and  a  very  beneficial  turn  to 
the  trade  of  Scotland. 

When  Dr.  Smith  published  his  book, 
which  fnews  that  "  Colonies  are  com^ 
mercially  tifelefs,  as  well  as  politically 
mifchievous,"  thofe  who  thought  them- 
felves  interefted  in  the  continuance  of 
the  monopoly,  and  who  could  not  con- 
trovert the  juftnefs  of  his  reafoning, 
were  rafii  enough  to  affert,  that  expe- 
rience evinced  the  fallacy  of  his  theory ; 
but  the  American  Revolution,  and  the 
confequent  Pvcvolution  in  the  trade  of 

Scotland, 
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Scotland,  are  a  pradical  proof  of  its 

truth. 

The  capital  which  had  been  forced, 
by  the  monopoly,  into  the  colony  trade, 
returned  to  its  natural  channel,  and  is 
now  employed  in  manufadures  at 
home,  particularly  in  the  manufadure 
of  muilin,  and  a  variety  of  cotton 
goods,  and  puts  in  motion,  in  this  new 
employment,  at  lea  ft  ten  times  as  much 
domeftic  induftry  as  the  colony  trade, 
which  was  faid  to  be  fo  advantageous. 

The  American  Revolution  is  ftill 
more  important  in  a  political,  than  in  a 
commercial  point  of  vie'vv.  It  exhibits 
a  model  of  a  well  organized  commu- 
nity, of  a  government  of  all  by  all, 
which  affords  protedion  alike  to  every 
citizen,  v/ithout  diflindion  of  religion, 
•or  of  rank  ;  and  forms  a  ftriking  contraft 

with 
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with  ihc  European  governments,  where 
there  is  one  law  for  the  rich,  and  ano- 
ther for  the  poor. 

The  American  pays  no  more  to  the 
cxpence  of  the  government,  than  he  is 
fenfiblc  is  neceffary,  and  lie  fees  ex- 
pended ;  and  not,  as  in  fome  European, 
governments,  where  the  induftrious  la- 
bourer is  robbed,  by  taxes,  of  one  half 
of  the  earnings  of  his  labour,  to  fatten 
the  profligate  tools  of  power,  and  to 
pamper  the  infolence  of  thofe,  who, 
confounding  truft  with  right,  claim  to 
be  tyrants,  by  the  title  of  inheritance,  or 
of  eloquence,  and  to  revel  on  the  plun- 
der of  the  fwinifh  multitude.  * 

The 

*  In  every  conntry  where  the  government  is,  in  any 
degree,  ariftocratic,  the  rich  and  the  privileged  have 
invented  a  variety  of  epithets,  to  denote  iheir  own  ex- 
cellence, and  the  inferiority  of  their  fellow  citizens, 
who  have  no  property  in  the  land,  and  who  fupport 
themfelves  by   labour,  or  trade.      In   France,  before 

the 
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The  people  of  Scotland  arc  bound 
by  laws  which  they  have  no  voice  in 
making,  and  are  forced  to  pay  taxes> 
to  which  they  have  not  confented  by 
themfelves  or  their  reprefentatives.  The 
burgeffes  are  divefted  of  all  the  fran- 
chifes  of  citizen?,,  and,  as  if  they  were 

the  late  Revolution,  fo  juftly  execrated  by  thofe 
who  are  fenfible  of  the  bleflings  of  a  wife  difpenfation 
of  privileges,  places,  and  penfions,  all  thofe  who  did 
not  inherit  privilege,  hold  offices  under  the  crown, 
or  who  had  not  amaffed,  from  the  plunder  of  the 
public,  by  farms  and  contracts,  fortunes  fufficient 
toDurchafediftinflion,  werediftinguiihed  by  the  appel- 
lations of  z^?///^  and  ^<7J/^ai/t'. 

In  the  clafGc  language  of  an  Englifn  ftatefman,  fo 
celebrated  for  his  humanity,  and  his  learning,  tliat  he 
has  been  called  the  ornament  of  the  Britifh  parliament^ 
and  of  Britilh  literature,  the  peuple,  and  bas  peuple  of 
Britain,  namely,  ninety-nine  in  a  hundred  of  the  whole 
community,  are  diftinguifhed  by  the  elegant,  and  em- 
phatic epithet,  of  the  fvvinilli  multitude ;  an  epithet  ex- 
prefiive of  their  ha\ing lately  diliurbed  the  feftive  board 
of  their  lords,  and  offended  the  delicate  cars  of  the  cour- 
tiers, by  angry  notes,  and  inharmonious  accents,  by 
grunting  out  complaints  of  the  coldnefs  of  their  fties, 
and  the  fcantinefs  of  their  focdi 

Jef* 


(     31     ) 

lefa  entitled  to  protedlion,  than  the  other 
disfranchifed  citizens   of  Britain,  they 
are  iubjed:  to  hoe,   imprifonment,  and 
corporal  punirhment,  at   the  difcretion 
of  their  magiftrates,    who   have   long 
been  faifered,  with  impunity,  to  alie- 
nate the  common  property  of  the  bo- 
roughs, for  their  private  emolument,  to 
levy  taxes,  of  their  own  authority,  and 
to  enforce  their  arbitrary  exactions,  by 
quAtering  foldiers,  a  refinement  on  the 
ufe  of  a   ilandi ng  army,   fo  much  the 
more  dangerous,  that  it  can  be  pradlifed 
vv'ithout  blcodlhsd. 

The  fpirit  of  th(.i  people  of  Scotland 
had  long  been  broken  by  oppreilion  ^ 
to  their  ancient  grievances  was  added, 
the  feverity  of  the  excife  laws,  which 
crufhcd  their  feeble  efforts,  and  nipped 
%  ind  II  ft  ry 
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induilry  in  the  bud.  The  additional 
taxes  on  the  neceflaries  of  life  made  it 
impoffible,  until  the  late  improvements 
in  machinery,  to  carry  manufadlured 
commodities  to  a  foreign  market. 

The  manufaclurers  of  Scotland  have 
likewife  fufFered,  in  common  with  the 
Englifh,  from  the  deftrucftive  power 
which  an  imperfec!^  and  corrupt  repre- 
fentation  gives  to  the  minifter,  to  grant 
a  monopoly  to  the  rich  manufaclurer,  by 
increafing  the  taxes  on  certain  articles, 
and  crufhino:  the  manufa(flurer  of  fmall 
capital.  Such  abufes  are  not  to  be 
feared  from  a  patriotic  minlfter,  and  a 
virtuous  parliament,  like  the  prefent  -, 
but  a  corrupt  parliament,  and  an  in- 
triguing minifler,  might,  by  fuch  prac- 
tices, totally  annihilate  commerce  and 
liberty. 

A  com- 
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A  comparlfon  of  the  American  go- 
vernment with  the  boafted  conftitution 
of  Britain,  naturally  led  the  people  of 
Scotland  in  general,  and  the  burgelTes 
in  particular,  to  difcufs  political  quef- 
tions,  and  to  confider  of  a  remedy  for 
the  intolerable  abufes,  to  which  they 
were  afliamed  of  having  fo  long  fub- 
mitted.  They  brought  a  bill  into 
Parliament  for  a  reform  in  the  internal 
government  of  the  boroughs,  to  make 
the  magiftrates  accountable  in  a  court 
of  juftice,  for  their  adminiftration  of 
the  public  funds ;  for  redrefs  againft 
arbitrary  exadlions ;  and  to  put  a  ftop 
to  the  pradlice  of  felf-elecflion,  the 
foundation  of  a  fyftem  of  corruption 
and  tyranny,  unequalled  in  the  hillory 
of  abufes. 

I  was  called  upon  to  alllfl  the  bur- 

geffes  in  their  laudable  attempt  -,  and 

C  after 
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after  their  petitions  had  been  for  feveral 
years  treated  v/ith  infolent  contempt  by 
the  Minifter,  and  negleded  by  the 
Hcufe  of  Commons,  I  was  aftoniOied 
to  hear  it  propofed,  in  the.  Convention 
of  Delegates,  that  they  Hiould  not  ap- 
ply for  a  Parhamentary  Reform,  but 
only  for  a  reform  in  the  internal  govern- 
ment of  the  boroughs.  I  declared  it 
to  be  my  opinion,  that  they  could  not 
expedl  redrefs  without  a  reform  in  the 
reprefentation,  which,  in  England,  is 
but  a  mockery,  and  in  Scotland,  does 
not  bear  even  the  femblance  of  a  real 
reprefentation. 

If  thefe  fentiments,  and  this  con- 
du<5l,  are  deferving  of  the  King's  dif- 
pleafure,  I  confefs  that  I  heartily  de- 
ferve  it. 


While 
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While  the  people  of. Europe  were 
contemplating,  with  aflonifliment,  the 
fuccefs  of  America,  her  peace,  happi- 
nefs,  and  incredibly  rapid  increafe  of 
wealth,  which  immediately  followed 
ten  years  of  civil  war  : — While  the  dif- 
franchifed  citizens  of  Britain  were  look- 
ing, with  admiration  and  envy,  at  a 
government  fupported  at  fo  little  ex- 
pence,  which  gives  every  encourage- 
ment to  induftry,  and  fecures  an  equa- 
lity of  rights  to  all  its  members ;  the 
abettors  of  defpotifm,  thofe  interefled  in 
the  continuation  of  abufes,  were  employ- 
ing their  venal  pens  to  deride  the  Ameri- 
can government,  to  perfuade  the  people 
that  fuch  a  government  is  fit  for  a  poor 
and  an  infant  ftate  only ;  that  any  reafoning 
on  the  practice  of  it  in  America  can- 
not be  applied  to  the  European  States, 
where  the  manners  of  the  people  have 
C  2,  been 
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been  long  formed,  and  their  charadcrs 
fixed,  and  where  the  governments  arc 
moulded  to  the  manners  and  characfler 
of  the  people ;  as  if  the  minds  of  a 
whole  nation  could  be  fo  debilitated  by 
the  vices  of  its  government,  and  fo  de- 
praved by  habit,  as  to  prefer  a  govern* 
ment  by  the  fword  to  a  government  by 
rcafon,  and  arbitrary  power  to  equal 
aws  J  as  if  men  could  be  rendered,  by 
long  oppreffion,  incapable  of  the  exer- 
cife  of  freedom,  and  infenfible  of  the 
bleflings  of  liberty,  a  delire  of  which 
is  common  to  every  race  of  men,  in 
every  age,  in  every  clime,  and  in  every 
poflible  variety  of  fituation^  a  defire, 
planted  by  the  hand  of  nature,  and 
which  cannot  be  extirpated  by  the  in- 
genuity of  man. 

While  the  nations  of  Europe  were 
looking    to   America  for    inilrudtion, 

and. 
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and,   in  fplte  of  all  the  exertions   of 
proftituted    abilities  to  bewilder    their 
judgment,  were  convinced  of  the  fupe- 
riority  of  her  goverfiment  to  their  own, 
one  of  them  refolved  to  follow  her  ex- 
ample,   to   exercife   the    right,   which 
every   people  derive   from    nature,    to 
frame    a  government    for    themfelves. 
And   the  attention  of  the  reft  of  the 
world  is  arreted  by  a  brilliant  experi- 
ment, to  prove  the  general  pradlicability 
of  a  reprefentative  government. 

All  the  former  revolutions  in  Eu- 
rope were  only  the  ilruggles   of  con- 
tending fadions  :   the  moil  beneficial  of 
them  did  little  more  than  eftablifh  aa 
ariflocracy,  I  ccnfefs  a  mild  one,  on  the 
ruins  of  the  prerogative.      That  revo- 
lution  fettled  a  government  compara- 
tively   mild,    and    improved    what    is 
called,  perhaps  improperly,  civil  liberty; 
C  3  but. 
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but,  (leaving  delegated  power  without 
controul.)  afforded  no  fecurity  that  it 
fliould  not  be  invaded  ;  and  the  altera- 
tions in  the  conftifVion  of  Parliament. 
f,nce  that  time,  have  reduced  political 
liberty  to  an  empty  name. 

Former    revolutions  had   done   no 
more  then  determine  which  of  the  pri- 
vileged orders  fliould  govern  the  com- 
munity, and  divide  the  plunder.     The 
principle  of  the  French  revolution  was 
to    organize    the    community   Itfelf: 
though     I   do   not   contend    that   the 
work  of  the  conftltuent  aiftmbly  was 
confiftent  with  the  principles  on  which 
they  pretended  to  found  it. 

AiTociations  were  formed  in  this 
country,  at  the  end  of  the  American 
war,  after  the  nation  had  been  long 
torn  by  faftion,  and  exhaufted  by  pe- 
culation, for  the  purpofe  of  reforming 


the 
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the  reprefentation  :  and  though  their 
refolutions  were  garbled,  and  their  views 
mifdireded  by  party  cabal,  and  the  in- 
trigues of  thofe  interefted  in  the  perpe- 
tuation of  abufes,  they  fufficiently  ma- 
nifefted  the  fenfe  of  the  nation  ;  and 
bound,  if  any  pledge  can  bind,  the 
principal  candidates  for  popular  favour, 
by  public  declarations  of  their  political 
principles,  and  particularly  of  their 
opinions  refpeding  reprefentation.  And 
the  French  conftitution  was  no  fooner 
publiflied  in  this  country,  than  it  was 
believed,  that  fuch  an  example  would 
induce  the  people  to  perfedt  the  work, 
in  which,  they  had  lately  failed  ;  that 
Britons,  who  had  fo  long  boafted  of 
being  free,  would  not  fubmit  to  a 
fophifticated  government,  when  the 
French  had  founded  theirs  on  the 
C  4  principle. 
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principle,  that  all  men  are  born  free? 
^nd  equal. 

The  man  who  is  bound  by  a  law  to 
which  he  has  not  confented,  is  a  Have  ; 
and  I  call  our  government  fophiflicated, 
becaufe,  while  the  legiflature  is  eledtcd 
by  a  few,  it  is  pretended  that  all  arc 
virtually  reprefented.  The  disfran- 
chifing  ftatute  of  the  time  of  Hen, 
VI.  confirmed  the  government  intro- 
duced by  the  conqueror;  the  Septen- 
nial A(5l  was  as  glaring  a  violation  of 
the  conflitution  efbablifhed  in  1688. 

I  have  ever  been  of  opinion,  that  un- 
lefs  thefe  innovations  be  corredled,  and 
the  people  reflored  to  their  eledlive 
rights,  the  conflitution  itfelf  muft  be 
loft  ;  and  I  have,  therefore,  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  declared  myfelf  to  be  a  firm 
friend  to  reform— equal  reprefentation^ 
and  annual  parlian^ents, 

J  confefSg 
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I  confels,  and  I  truft,  that  I  need 
not  blufh,  when  I  confefs,  that  in  my 
correfpondence  with  all  the  focieties  to 
which  I  belong,  I  have  avowed  it  to 
be  my  mofl  earneft  wilh,  that  the 
French  Revolution  might  produce  a 
revolution  in  all  the  defpotic  govern- 
ments of  Europe,  and  a  regeneration 
of  our  own. 

We  have  a  fyflem  of  jurifprudence 
excellent,  in  many  refpeds,  but  fo 
clogged  with  the  remains  of  feudal 
barbarity,  blended  with  modern  fic- 
tion, as  to  be  in  many  cafes  inap- 
plicable, and  frequently  inexplicable, 
and  to  create  greater  uncertainty  than 
if  no  law  exifted  ;  and  which  has 
been  fo  confounded  by  the  fophiilry 
of  intriguing  judges,  that  nothing  but 
the  ftern  virtue,  perhaps,  of  the  pre- 
fent  bench,  could  prevent  it  from  be- 
I  coming 
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c6mlng  a  fit  engine  of  defpotlfm.  By 
the  tricks  of  pradliinoners,  and  the 
extortion  of  the  olTiccrG  of  the  courts, 
though  reprobated  by  the  judges,  v/ho 
have  but  a  fmall  fliare  of  the  fees,  juf- 
tice,  if  it  may  be  fo  called,  is  be- 
come fo  expenfive,  as  to  make  the 
poor,  in  many  cafes  even  the  rich, 
filently  fubmit  to  injuflice. 

We  have  a  hierarchy  ufelefs,  expen- 
five, and  difgraceful.  The  tythes  are 
a  conllant  fource  of  contention,  a 
conllant  bar  to  improvement.  The 
laws  agalnfl  Diflenters  would  difgrace 
the  code  of  the  mod  barbarous  nation 
in  the  univerfe.  I  am  not  the  advocate 
of  Secretaries,  but  of  liberty.  I  fliould 
be  forry  to  fee  the  prefent  eflablifliment 
give  way  to  Prefbyterianifm,  or  to  any 
other  form  of  church  difcipline:  but 
I  would  have  the  word  Toleration  ex- 
punged 
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punged  from  cur  Didlonary,  as  dif- 
gracing  the  language  of  a  nation  that; 
pretends  to  be  free. 


I  did  not  hefitate  to  exprefs  my  fatis* 
fadion  at  the  French  Revolution,  be- 
caufe  it  was  impofTible  to  behold  the 
ftruggles  of  reviving  Liberty,  without 
rejoicing  at  their   fuccefs  -,  becaufe,   I 
conceive,  that  no    man  endowed  with 
the  feelings  of  humanity,  can  fee  a  na- 
tion, fubjeded  to  the  capricious  cruelty 
of  a  few,  without  wifhing    that   they 
may  break  their  chains  on  the  heads  of 
their  opprefTors ;  becaufe  I  faw  no  rea- 
fon  to  withhold  the  unbought  tribute 
of  my  gratitude  to  thofe  generous  Pa- 
triots,  who  reftored,   to   Liberty   and 
Happinefs,  twenty  millions  of  my  fel- 
low- 
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low-creatures,  I  faw  noreafon  to  be 
afhamed,  or  afraid,  to  join  in  the  general 
a'pplaufe  of  a  Revolution,  which  broke 
the  chains  of  fuperftition  and  prieft- 
craft,  by  difperfing  an  army  of  robbers, 
and  fiends,  who  had  been  allowed,  for 
fo  many  ages,  to  prey  on  the  weaknefs 
of  their  fellow-men  -,  and  while  they 
called  themfelves  the  minifters  of  cha- 
rity and  peace,  to  fupport  themfelves  id 
luxury  by  extortion  and  fraud,  and  to 
acq^uire  power  and  emolument,  by  flir- 
ting up,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  the  devil, 
nation  againfl  nation,  and  man  againfl 
man. 

If  thefe  be  the  fentlments  of  a  Le- 
Teller,  and  an  Atheifl,  I  am  deferving  of 
both  thefe  epithets. 


If 
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1£  I  am  to  give  an  account  of  my 
opinions,  as  well  as  of  my  condudt,  and 
I  am  afked.  What  kind  of  government  I 
think  the  beft,  I  anfwer,  that,  as  far 
as  my  fhallow  acquirements  enable  me 
to  judge,  a  Reprefentative  Government 
is  the  beft.  If  I  am  afked.  Whether  I 
think  it  necelTary  or  prudent  to  give 
Britain  a  new  Conflitution,  I  anfwer, 
without  hefitation,  let  us  perfect  the 
Saxon  conflitution,  and  we  ihall  havt 
little  reafon  to  envy  the  French,  (hould 
the  conflitution,  they  are  about  to  cfla- 
blifh,  be  ever  fo  perfe(ft. 

As  a  Briton  I  wifh  to  fee  our  govern- 
ment immediately  reformed  ;  becaufe  I 
am  perfuaded,  that  without  an  imme- 
diate and  a  thorough  repair,  the  antient 
fabric  mufl  foon  fall  -,  becaufe  I  would 
avert  from  us,  and  from  our  children, 
the  temporary  evils  which  mufl  attend 

a  violent 
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a  violent  Revolution,  and  even  the 
fmaller  inconveniencies,  which  muft  at- 
tend the  fubverfion  of  antient  forms. 
But  no  influence  fliill  ever  make  me 
deny  the  great  truth,  that  every  people 
derive  a  right  from  nature,  to  alter  their 
government  when  their  fafety  requires  it. 

As  a  citizen  of  the  world,  I  wifli  to 
fee  the  French  Republic  confirmed,  and 
the  Britilh  Conilitution  perfe(5led,  as  an 
experiment  for  the  inftrudlion  of  the 
world,  which  of  the  two  is  the  befl. 

If  this  condud,  and  thefe  fentiments, 
are  defcrving  of  the  King's  difpleafure, 
I  confefs  that  I  deferve  it :  arid  I  am 
at  a  lofs  to  guefs,  by  what  fort  of  con- 
dud,  or  profeiTionc,  I  may  hope  for  fo 
great  a  fatisfadion,  as  His  Majefty's 
good  opinion. 

I  hope  that  the  King  Vv'ill  foon  have 
Councellors  wife  enough  to  know,  and 
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honell  enough  to  tell  him,  that  the  real 
friends  of  Reform  cannot  be  the  enemies 
of  order  and  peace.  I  fhall  then  beg 
leave  to  approach  His  Majefty,  and  to 
tell  him,  that  I  am  not  the  enemy  of 
peace  and  order,  but  that  I  am  the 
avowed  and  determined  enemy  of  thofe 
vices,  of  which  His  Majefty  has  ever 
been  the  enemy,  unbounded  ambition, 
tyranny,  and  peculation. 

But  I  fhould  be  unworthy  of  the  good 
opinion  of  my  country,  I  fhould  be 
unworthy  of  the  title  of  freeman,  once 
the  pride  of  Britons,  if  I  were  capable 
of  being  deterred  from  my  duty,  by 
the  difpleafure  of  a  Prince,  or  the  re- 
fen  tment  of  a  Minifler, 


FINIS. 
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